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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

As we enter the holiday season, I want to wish each of you a happy time with family and friends, and an opportunity to 
increase your knowledge of your heritage. Our recent Antiques Appraisal fundraiser demonstrated the value, actually the 
necessity, of doing family history in connection with appraising items. More than once our appraiser said, “I’d have to do 
some research on the family and the location in order to properly value this item.”  Maybe there is something in your home 
that will lead you to new information about your family. Many of us who had things appraised were more interested in the 
history of the piece than in its value.  Elsewhere in the newsletter you will find some photos from the event.   On behalf of the 
Society, my thanks to Ways and Means chair Cathy Hudson and her committee for a very successful and fascinating evening!  
And special thanks to Cathy and to Shirley Herndon who braved cold, windy weather to sell our remaining baked goods at 
Walmart the following day.   
 
You received an e-mail about the proposed changes to the Virginia law regarding access to vital records.  Our Society is in 
the process of applying for 501c3 status as a non-profit, and we are careful to abide by the associated rules.  We would not 
support a particular candidate or get involved in a political campaign.  But writing a letter or an e-mail in such a case as this 
one is an appropriate extension of our effort to educate people about genealogy.  As the Federation of Genealogical Societies 
said, even if you don’t do research in Virginia, realize that “your state or municipality might be next.”  If you hear about 
something that affects the genealogical community, please forward it to me or to our newsletter editor so that it can be shared 
with our membership.   
�
We have much for which to be thankful, including “those we have loved and see no more, and. our families in past times 
before our knowledge.”  (Commemoration for All Faithful Departed, Washington Cathedral, 2002.)  Let’s continue to do our 
part to extend the rich heritage of which each of us is a member.��
 

Diann   


